JOHN  KORMELING  LECTURE  TOUR 

organized  by  Wayne  Baerwaldt  for  PLUG  IN 


7:00  PM,  01  December,  2000 
Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 
97  Kenmare  Street,  New  York 


(between  Lafayette  &  Mulberry) 

Contact  Sarah  Herde;  212-431-5795 
e-maii:  storefront@mindspring.com 
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John  Kormeling  Artist  Talk 


Date: 

Time: 

Location: 

Admission: 


Friday,  December  1,  2000 
7  pm 

Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 

97  Kenmare  Street,  between  Lafayette  and  Mulberry 

Free 


Sponsored  by  Plug  In  Gallery  and  PLUG  IN  EDITIONS,  Winnipeg;  the  Royal 
Netherlands  Embassy,  Ottawa;  and  the  Mondriaan  Foundation,  Amsterdam. 


Plug  In  curator  Wayne  Baerwaldt  announces  a  lecture  tour  for  Dutch 
architect/artist  John  Kormeling.  Lecture  dates  are  scheduled  for  Wnnipeg, 
Toronto,  Ottawa,  Montreal,  Vancouver  and  New  York  between  November  16  and 
December  3,  2000.  Kormeling  is  one  of  the  most  inspiring  cross-disciplinary 
artist/architects  to  come  out  of  Holland  in  years.  His  strategies  for  mixing  media 
and  skewing  concepts  of  public/private  in  art,  architecture,  design  and  city  plan¬ 
ning  are  novel  and  timely.  Kormeling’s  work  is  largely  unknown  in  the  United 
States  but  his  interdisciplinary  projects  are  of  interest  to  artists,  architects,  city 
planners,  teachers,  students  and  the  general  public. 

Since  1981  Kormeling  has  designed  and/or  built  an  amazing  array  of  objects  and 
installations  including  dog  suits,  a  public  park  with  faux  clouds  and  sunlight,  a  fer- 
ris  wheel  for  automobiles  and  their  drivers  in  downtown  Utrecht  (Mobile  Fun), 
large-scale  neon  birthday  signs  on  buildings,  and  many  others.  Each  project 
retains  a  critical,  unconventional  approach  to  architectural  standards  and  design- 
build  projects,  often  prioritizing  the  automobile  and  the  urban  infrastructure. 

Kormeling  regularly  applies  a  strain  of  humor  to  expand  the  sea  of  possibilities 
for  architecture  and  design,  making  the  impossible  not  only  possible  but  desir¬ 
able.  The  combination  of  a  biting,  critical  wit  in  his  conceptual  drawings  and  his 
ability  to  realize  the  design-build  phases  of  a  project  contribute  to  his  importance 
as  a  cross-disciplinary  artist  who  deserves  wider  recognition  on  an  international 
level.  Dutch  critics  Petra  Brouwer  and  Sven  Lutticken,  writing  in  Flash  Art,  con¬ 
tribute  the  following  description: 


Someone  who  has  consistently  waged  an  often  hilarious  war  against  the 
dogmas  and  practice  of  Dutch  urbanism  is  John  Kdrmeling,  who  trained 
as  an  architect  but  has  manifested  himself  since  the  early  ‘80s  mainly  in 
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the  artworld.  Among  Kormeling’s  executed  works  is  a  race  track  for  peo 
pie  in  wheelchairs  called  Circuit  2,  which  is  not  far  from  the  actual 
"Formula  1"  circuit  in  Zandvoort.  He  has  also  built  a  starting  house  for  the 
boat  raceway;  this  concrete  structure,  which  consists  of  an  archetypal  little 
house  that  seems  glued  to  a  large  fagade  and  put  on  a  thin  pedestal, 
reflects  the  cartoon-like  charm  that  is  characteristic  of  his  many  drawings. 
As  for  his  urbanist  activities,  Kormeling  once  challenged  municipal  town 
planners  to  a  design  contest  on  his  veranda  to  prove  his  superiority. 
Unfortunately,  his  "jolly  good  ideas "  in  this  department  are  a  bit  too  radical 
to  be  realized.  In  his  1992  plan  for  the  town  of  Almelo,  Kormeling  states 
that  decision-makers  should  not  try  to  promote  a  population  growth  and 
respect  people’s  decision  to  leave.  Why  shouldn’t  Almelo  become  a  ghost 
town  if  that’s  the  natural  course  of  things?  (Summer  1999) 

Following  Kormeling’s  lecture  tour,  Plug  In  Editions  will  launch  A  Good  Book,  a 
176-page  fully  illustrated  color  publication  documenting  Kbrmeling’s  significant 
output  over  the  last  20  years,  including  his  recent  projects  surrounding  Utrecht 
2000  (such  as  the  Mobile  Fun  ferris  wheel  project)  and  the  unveiling  of  his 
hydrogen  powered  automobile. 

For  further  information  on  the  Storefront  lecture,  please  contact 
Sarah  Herda  at  212  431-5795. 

For  more  detailed  information  on  Kbrmeling’s  work  please  contact: 

Wayne  Baerwaldt,  PLUG  IN  Gallery  at  204-942-1043  or 
waynewb3@hotmail.com. 

PLUG  IN  Gallery 

286  McDermot  Ave.,  Winnipeg  MB  Canada  R3B  0T2 
t. 204-942- 1043  f.  204-944-8663 
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^Comparative  Walk  vs  Drive;  Smithson  98 


Founding  member  of  the  Rome  based  group  Stalker:  an  interdisciplinary 
group  of  architects,  artists,  urbanists,  geographers,  and  physicists 
in\ estigating  the  multiple  dimensions  of  "actual  territories”. 


2.25.99lecture 


2.28.99walk 


Video  documentation  of  a  rnisiling  of  Smithson’s 
"  A  l  our  of  the  Monuments  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey 
In  Down  Osborne  and  James  lichenor 


6:30  Weston  Lecture  Mall  One  NJI  I' 


Lorenzo  Romito 

- — - 


Meantime,  Meanspaces 


5:00  Weston  Lecture  Hall  One  N J I  I 


fcP,  Lorenzo  Romito 

$4 - — - 


Gallery  talk  tm  homage  to  Robert  Smithson’s 

’’Monuments  of  Passaic”  7:00  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 

97  KrnmarT  St..  Nrw  Sml».  NS  10012  212. 431.5755 


ty  Cjs  Homage  to  Robert  SmithsoiCs  M Monuments  of  Passaic" 

itT  A  retracing  of  Robert  Smithson's  1967  three  i 


^  $ 


retracing  of  Robert  Smithson’s  1967  three  mile  w  alk  tm  the  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 
Smithson's  "tour"  stands  as  a  precurser  to  the  work  of  the  Stalker  group. 
Directions:  Take  the  190  Local  bus  from  Port  Authority,  in  Rutherford 
stop  at  corner  of  t  nion  St.  and  Jackson  St.  walk  downhill  on  l  nion 
until  you  hit  the  river.  The  "tour"  will  begin  from  there  at  1:00 


Oifanized  bj: 
Peter  Lung 
NJIT  SOA 
Storefront 
Pewter  Design  by: 
Steven  Wheeler 
James  lichenor 


All  events  are  free  and  open  to  the  public 
NJIT  School  of  Architecture  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  Martin  Luther  King  Blvd. 
and  W  arren  St.  in  Newark.  NJ. 
Directions/  Information:  973.596.3080 


Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture  presents: 


RETHINKING  NOMADIC  STRUCTURES 


Sunday  December  16th 
6:00  pm 

at 

Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture, 

97  Kenmare  Street,  NYC  (corner  of  Lafayette  Street) 
tel:  212-431  5795 

A  talk  organized  by: 

NOMADS  &  RESIDENTS 

A  forum  for  visitors  in  the  arts:  making  connections,  supporting 
networks,  setting  up  meetings 


Nomads  &  Residents  will  present  an  evening  with  artists  and  architects  who 
deal  with  nomadic  structures  and  social  spaces  in  the  form  of  tents  and 
refugee  housing. 

with: 

Dre  Wapenaar,  Rotterdam,  The  Netherlands 
and 

Suzan  Wines  and  Azin  Valy  of  i-beam  design,  NYC 
Dre  Wapenaar 

is  a  sculptor  and  musician  based  in  Rotterdam. 


Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture  presents: 

RETHINKING  NOMADIC  STRUCTURES 

Sunday  December  16th 
6:00  pm 
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at 

Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture, 

97  Kenmare  Street,  NYC  (corner  of  Lafayette  Street) 
tel:  212-431  5795 


A  talk  organized  by: 

NOMADS  &  RESIDENTS 

A  forum  for  visitors  in  the  arts:  making  connections,  supporting 
networks,  setting  up  meetings 


Nomads  &  Residents  will  present  an  evening  with  artists  and  architects  who 
deal  with  nomadic  structures  and  social  spaces  in  the  form  of  tents  and 
refugee  housing. 

with: 

Dre  Wapenaar,  Rotterdam,  The  Netherlands 
and 

Suzan  Wines  and  Azin  Valy  of  i-beam  design,  NYC 
Dre  Wapenaar 

is  a  sculptor  and  musician  based  in  Rotterdam. 

"And  then,  one  day,  I  made  a  tent.  It  was  a  nice  moment  when  I  left  the 
work  on  sculptures  behind  and  moved  into  the  world  of  tents.  I  think  tents 
are  great  meeting  points  for  people.  To  work  on  directing  the  quality  of 
meeting  is  something  I  couldn't  do  so  much  with  sculpture.  I  use  tents 
because  tents  speak  a  language,  which  is  well  known  all  over  the  world.  You 
don't  need  to  explain  anything  with  them.  When  you  place  a  high-tech  tent 
next  to  an  ancient  tent,  I  think  there  will  be  an  exchange  of 
communication.  I  first  started  with  a  normal  tent,  THE  FAMILY  TENT.  Then 
slowly  I  started  to  design  tents  for  special  occasions.  I  also  started  to 
employ  other  elements  to  get  people  move  into  the  tent,  like  a  COFFEE 
STAND.  People  won't  enter  the  tent  just  for  aesthetic  reasons,  they  will  go 
inside  in  the  first  place  to  drink  a  cup  of  coffee.  I  made  THE  TOILET  TENT. 
For  me,  it  still  is  a  sculpture,  a  live  sculpture. 

i-beam  design 

i-beam  design  was  founded  by  Suzan  Wines  and  Azin  Valy  in  1998.  i-beam 
design  is  an  architecture  and  design  firm  whose  approach  to  architecture  is 
based  on  the  principal  that  space  as  a  fluid  medium  should  be  adaptable  and 
responsive  to  site  conditions  and  inhabitant's  needs.  We  design  flexible 
matrixes  that  are  able  to  evolve  according  to  changing  environmental  factors 
and  input  from  the  users.  This  expansive  approach  leads  to  dynamic  and 
playful  solutions.  Each  project  is  treated  as  a  unique  set  of  relationships, 
and  the  design  emerges  from  an  analysis  of  the  parallels  between  the 
existing  infrastructure,  natural  and  cultural  identity  of  the  site. 


i-beam  will  talk  about  the  project  PALETTE  HOUSE  TRANSITIONAL  REFUGEE 
HOUSING  PROPOSAL,  an  inexpensive,  efficient  and  easily  realizable 
solutionto  the  problem  of  housing  people  displaced  by  natural  disaster, 
plagues, famine,  political  and  economic  strife  or  war.  The  Palette  House  is 
made  of  wooden  shipping  palettes. 


Big  cities  are  in  a  continuous  flux,  with  a  coming  and  going  of  people  who 
settle  in,  stay  temporarily  or  move  through.  Newcomers  enter  this  flux, 
become  part  of  the  life  of  the  city,  and  make  connections  with  others.  The 
city,  as  a  space,  contains  possibilities  through  the  dynamic  relationships 
between  people,  which  may  provoke  an  active  engagement.  Strangers  become 
friends,  ideas  become  practice,  models  are  being  transformed  into  action. 
NOMADS  &  RESIDENTS  makes  connections  with  people  who  live  here  and  with 
people  who  visit,  by  setting  up  an  active  network  of  collaborators,  and 
creating  and  organizing  public  events  in  a  variety  of  places.  NOMADS 
&RESIDENTS  invites  artists,  guests,  curators,  critics,  activists,  travelers 
and  passers-by  to  present  insight  into  their  practice,  their  ideas, 
histories,  and  drives. 

The  curatorial  and  organizing  group  of  NOMADS  &  RESIDENTS  consists  of  New 
York  based  and  temporary  residents.  They  actively  seek  out  information  about 
who  is  coming  to  New  York  and  when,  they  invite  guests  to  present  his/her 
ideas  and  solicit  the  involvement  of  spaces  where  these  presentations  can 
take  place.  They  welcome  advice,  ideas  and  the  enthusiastic  support  of 
others.  The  events  will  be  partly  informal  and  casual,  and  will  focus  on 
exchanging  ideas,  initiating  new  projects  and  networks.  They  will  also 
include  short  presentations,  lectures,  talks,  sideshows,  small  exhibitions, 
performances,  discussions.  Priority  will  be  given  to  proposals  that  could 
become  projects  that  will  be  shared  among  the  participants,  to  a  practice 
that  can  make  resources  and  ideas  available  for  common  use. 

Liesbeth  Bik  (artist,  The  Netherlands) 

Heather  Felty  (curator,  New  York) 

Andrea  Geyer  (artist,  New  York) 

Gordon  Knox  (New  York  based  initiator  and  organizer) 

Jan  Kopp  (artist,  France) 

John  Menick  (artist,  New  York) 

Phill  Niblock  (artist,  New  York) 

Olu  Oguibe  (New  York  based  artist/curator) 

Cesare  Pietroiusti  (artist,  Italy) 

Jos  van  der  Pol  (artist,  the  Netherlands) 

Catherine  Ruello  (curator/organizer,  New  York) 

Annette  Schindler  (curator,  Switzerland) 

Shelly  Silver  (artist,  New  York) 

Valerie  Tevere  (artist,  New  York) 

Liselot  van  der  Heijden  (artist,  New  York) 

Ben  Young  (writer,  New  York) 

For  more  information  or  suggestions  for  the  program,  contact  us  via  email  at 
info@nomadsresidents.org  or  check  out  www.nomadsresidents.org 
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Can't  Take  It  with  You? 
Rethinking  Nomadic 
Structures  at  Storefront 

by  David  Sokol 

n  one  of  the  first  rel¬ 
atively  frigid  nights 
of  December  (of 
course) ,  about  thirty  brave 
souls  made  their  way  to 
Storefront  for  Art  and 
Architecture  for  “Rethinking 
Nomadic  Structures,”  an 
evening  of  lectures  and  discus¬ 
sion  sponsored  by  Nomads  & 
Residents.  Audience  members 
fought  the  indoor/ outdoor 
chill  with  warm  apple  cider — 
and  just  a  little  bit  of  hot  air 
from  the  presenters. 

Suzan  Wines  and  Azin  Valy  of 
i-beam  design  presented  two 
'  works:  their  winning  entry  to 
transform  Lt  .Joseph 
Petrosino  Park,  just  outside 
Storefront’s  door(s),  into  a 
hanging  garden,  as  well  as  a 
prototype  for  semi-permanent 
housing  for  Kosovo  and  other 
refugee  areas. 

The  hanging  garden  scheme 
was  intelligent  and  fun,  if  not 
necessarily  nomadic.  City-sup- 
plied  planter  boxes  and  cables 
placed  on  tenants’  window 
ledges  would  allow  ivy  to  grow 
from  above,  centering  on  the 
triangular  park.  Plantings 
from  the  park  would  com¬ 
plete  the  garden,  “connecting 
the  matrix  at  sky  level.” 

Serving  to  metaphorically 
unite  the  residents  of  Little 
Italy,  Chinatown,  and  SoHo, 
the  cable  system  could  also  be 
used  to  do  so  more  explicitly 
with  hanging  lanterns  on 
Chinese  New  Year’s,  for 
instance. 

Wines  and  Valy  literally 
“tripped  over”  a  solution  to 
affordably  house  displaced  vic¬ 
tims  of  natural  and  political 
crises  when  they  came  across 
shipping  pallets  on  the  side¬ 
walk.  The  pallets  are  afford¬ 
able,  ubiquitous,  recycled,  and 
recyclable.  Used  as  a  building 
material,  the  structural  units 


can  be  configured  in  numer¬ 
ous  designs,  and  covered  or 
filled  with  a  variety  of  found 
materials  to  increase  their 
resistance  to  the  elements.  In 
the  wake  of  September  1 1 ,  the 
pair  is  pursuing  the  execution 
of  the  prototype  in 
Afghanistan  with  the  United 
Nations. 

Rotterdam-based  sculptor  and 
musician  Dre  Wapenaar  isn’t 
trying  to  save  the  world  with 
his  tents,  but  they’re  far  more 
mobile  than  hanging  gardens 
could  ever  be.  In  his 
“Barbeque  Tent,”  four  tent  vil¬ 
lages  recently  opened  in  The 
Netherlands,  and  similar  pro¬ 
jects,  Wapenaar  uses  interior 
divisions  and  an  array  of  scales 
to  indulge  individuals’  need 
for  both  privacy  and  commu¬ 
nity  in  temporary  shelters, 
which  most  people  associate 
with  a  substandard  means  of 
living. 

Recently,  Wapenaar  “has  been 
focusing  on  emotional  issues.” 
In  the  “Shower  Tent,”  a  semi¬ 
private  shower  that  Wapenaar 
has  installed  in  an  art  gallery, 
it’s  clear  that  privacy  is  as 
much  a  state  of  mind  as  it  is  a 
social  condition.  Meanwhile, 
‘Tent  for  Four  Grand  Pianos” 
is  an  intriguing  concert  space 
in  which  the  audience  is  cen¬ 
tered  between  four  grand 
pianos  and  the  walls  are  lined 
with  video  projections  of  the 
pianists’  faces.  The  visual  dia¬ 
logue  benefits  the  instrumen¬ 
talists  and  heightens  the  emo¬ 
tional  experience  of  music. 

While  Wapenaar  sometimes 
strayed  from  the  social  signifi¬ 
cance  of  building  nomadically, 
the  evening  resonated  with  it 
nonetheless.  The  night’s  pre¬ 
sentations  served  as  a 
reminder  that  most  of  the 
world’s  population  is  uproot¬ 
ed  by  uncontrollable  circum¬ 
stances,  not  lack  of  personal 
virute.  And,  were  it  not  for  a 
very  tenuous  combination  of 
government  subsidy  and  an 


industry  of  financial  leverag¬ 
ing,  most  middle-  and  work¬ 
ing-class  Americans  could  find 
themselves  in  a  similar 
predicament.  It  was  reason 
enough  to  brave  the  cold. 

A  Dream  Coming  True 

Deborah  Cans  and  Matthew 
Jelacic  have  been  awarded  a 
$100,000  grant  by  the  Johnnie 
Walker  Keep  Walking  Fund  to 
develop  their  proposal 
“Extreme  Housing.”  They 
were  among  ten  winners  of  a 
competition  to  design  disaster 
relief  housing  for  Kosovo  in 
1999  and  went  on  to  develop 
temporary  housing  for  the 
homeless,  which  was  also 
shown  at  the  Van  Alen 
Institute.  Convinced  that  their 
Kosovo  scheme  could  be 
erected  within  damaged  hous¬ 
es,  ruins,  on  cleared  lots,  or 
on  undeveloped  land,  the 
partners  in  Gans  &  Jelacic  start¬ 


ed  seeking  funding  to  develop 
prototypes. 

The  shelter  consists  of  two 
freestanding  boxes  with  struc¬ 
tural  galvanized  steel  frames, 
tops  and  bottoms  of  glass-rein¬ 
forced  concrete,  and  side  pan¬ 
els  of  various  materials.  One 
box  has  a  vented  privy;  the 
other  a  hearth,  integral  cis¬ 
tern,  and  shower.  Between 
them,  habitable  spaces  can  be 
created,  initially  with  photo¬ 
voltaic  tarps  hung  on  nylon 
cord.  The  space  can  later  be 
framed  with  solid  panels  or 
doors.  They  are  designed  to 
be  shipped  easily  by  container 
and  assembled  by  a  team  of 
four  in  six  hours  using  a  sin¬ 
gle  wrench. 
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